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82nd deploys real world decon site

By Sgt. Michael J. Carden
82" Airborne Division
Public Affairs Office

NEW ORLEANS— Sgt. 1% ClassLouis
HickshashbeenintheU.S. Army Chemical
Corpsfor 15 years, and thisisthefirst
time he’'s ever used his chemical training
inareal-world situation.

For thefirst timein the company’s
history, Hicks and his Paratroopers of the
3“Platoon, 21% Chemical Company
(Airborne), 82" Airborne Division,
successfully set up and established areal-
world decontamination site—and did so in
an urban environment.

The platoon has been working around
the clock, decontaminating individuals
and vehicles that have been in contact
with the polluted waters inhabiting much
of New Orleans.

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrinaand
two broken levees on the Inner Harbor
Canal left much of Orleans Parish under-
water. Numerous Soldiers and other
government agencies have been conduct-

See “decon” page 6

- ———

Pvt. Jerel Ridgley, chemical specialist, 21st Chemical Company, 82nd Airborne Division, sprays down
a Humvee at the Task Force All American decontamination site. Ridgley uses hot-soapy water to
decontaminate the vehicle from any bacteria or contaminants it may have come in contact with near
the polluted waters that inhabit much of New Orleans. (Photo by Sgt. Michael J. Carden, 82nd

Airborne Public Affairs Office)

Battalion commander becomes linguist,
liaison for local Viethamese family

By Spc. Thomas Day
40" Public Affairs Detachment

NEW ORLEANS-Magj. Mdlinda
Morgan, anAir Force officer working for
theArmy’s82nd Airborne Division, had
spent all day pleading with aNew Orleans
family to evacuatetheir home. They were
acoupleintheir fiftieswith two teenage
sonsliving in an area severely contami-
nated by the Hurricane Katrinaflood
waters.

They were also Viethameseimmigrants
who spoke only broken English.

Unableto communicate with thefamily
enough to convince them of the serious-
ness of not evacuating, Morgan turned to
someone she knew could help.

Lt. Col.Viet Luong, the 2nd Battalion,
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment
commander, did not cometo New Orleans
to do thistype of mission. “I don't go
around rescuing people,” Luong said.
“But that’s one of the few special circum-
stanceswhere linguistic and cultural skills
comeinto play.”

Luong could help Morgan communicate
with the family because hetooisa
Vietnameseimmigrant, nearly fluentin
Vietnamese. Hisfamily —seven sisters
included — was evacuated out of the
Vietnam war from hishomejust outside of
Saigon. Their new home becameLos
Angeles, where Luong and his sisters
lived in abject poverty but worked
furioudly in school.

The seven sisters went on to become
attorneys, small business owners, media
producers— Viet Luong decided to become
aSoldier, earning aReserve Officer
Training Corps scholarship at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. Whilehis
sisters stayed situated in Southern
California(and became very successful),
Viet Luong spent most of his career in staff
and command positions with the 82
Airborne Division and the 173rd Airborne
Brigade.

Morgan’s appeal came from the West
New Orleans neighborhood of Gretna.

“Magj. Morgan, for some reason, was
very attached to that family,” Luong

See “linguist” page 3
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Soldiers affected by animal survivors

—that can take a Soldier’s heart
and smash it?

Fromwhat | have seen, |
believe that one percent, that
areawhere Soldiersare so
emotionally vulnerable, are
animals, particularly catsand
dogs.

| don’t think Soldierssign
up to see starving dogs or sick
cats. A Soldier enlists knowing

By Spc. Chris Jones,
40th Public Affairs Detachment

NEW ORLEANS— Soldiers,
by and large, are pretty tough
people. They have alow
vulnerability to emotional
breakdown, whichisthe
common result of someone
who frequently overcomesfear,
seclusion and personal anxiety.
Unlikecivilians, who

of Mississippi where | was last
week, the homeless, hungry
animals are among the most
affecting images for the troops
on the ground — and, yes, for
me

One guy in my unit, Spc.
McCollum, cameback from
Gulfport, Miss., with pictures
of alittlechihuahain hisarms.
Hiseyeswere abit damp ashe

have a tendency to cry
over pretty much
anything, fromtheir job
totheir lovelifetotheir
team losing afootball
game, Soldiersare
capable of taking
common heartache and
channeling it into only a
few areas of the heart.
Most human beings
possess the same
amount of emotions,
but not everyone is
affected by the same
things.

The result of thisis
simple: Soldierscan
withstand 99 percent of
the challenges that face
him, but that tiny one
percent can cause
severe suffering.

| am herein New
Orleans, only afew
weeks past Hurricane
Katrina, itisagood time
to talk about that one percent.
What is that one percent for
Soldiers? What is the one thing
—or the small number of things

(Photo by Spc. Chris Jones, 40th PAD)

he may see a dead human body
or to be the one who has to kill
that person. But on the streets
of New Orleans, or on the coast

NEW ORLEANS — Butch, a Bulldog-mix, displays a positive attitude after being treated for lesions
I’m hereto talk about by Derrick Brzeski (rear), a Humane Police volunteer, at a makeshift animal shelter downtown. In
that one percent. While the background, Brzeski is seen treating a poodle-mix for an eye disease which caused the dog

to go blind. Brzeski, a Poland native who has lived in Houston for the last 15 years, is one of many
volunteers for the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, an orginization which has
helped heal and save the lives of many animals in the regions affected by Hurricane Katrina.

raved about the resiliency of
thelittle dog to survivein a
city that was absolutely
annihilated by the storm.

Another cat was saved after
its owner kayaked down the
streets, or rivers as they later
became, al theway to the
safety of dry land.

| could go on and on about
the stories I’ ve heard about
animals surviving Katrinaand
lingering several weeksfor
their rescue, but that would fit
easier in the space of abook.

As heartbreaking
asit isto see these
animalsin astate of
deprivation, thereis
equal exultationin
seeing them treated,
fed and housed.

If | had to guess,
| would say the
reason animals have
such an impact on
troops is because
both animals and
Soldiers share that
tenaciouswill to
survive, and that
survivor’s attitude
makeslifethat much
more precious —and
beautiful.

Many have died
— people and their
pets. | couldcry. I'm
sure, when | ook
back on this disaster,
[ will cry. Butinthe
meantime, | find it
much more appropri-
ate to hear the
survivor stories and
givemyself areason to smile.

Thereisalwaystimefor
reflection in the wake of
tragedy. That’s what makes
survival so beautiful.
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18 years apart, hurricane
brings father, son together

By Spc. Chris Jones,
40" Public Affairs Detachment

NEW ORLEANS— Inthe
last three days, Spc. Jacob
Leslieturned 21, received a
promotion and met hisfather,
whom he hadn’t seen

and atop, he walked back to
the shower tent. On the way, he
overhead a group of officers
call out hislast name. He
immediately stood at attention.
“Yes, sir?’ Hesaid.
Then Spc. Leslie heard his

“1 knew immediately it was
my dad,” he said.

Since then, the two have
been taking every chance
possible to see each other.

“1 knew therewould be a
point intimewhen | would

since he was three years
old.

Thisall happenedina
city whose other families
were split apart by
Hurricane Katrina.

“Being ableto see
him face-to-face, it'sso
cool,” said Ledlie,
standing beside his
father outside the
University of New
Orleans.

Ledie, aninfantryman
with the 505" Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 82"
Airborne Division, spent
most of Friday with his
father, Staff Sgt. Charles
Ledie, anartilleryman
with 2" Battalion, 18"
FieldArtillery Regiment,
Oregon National Guard.

After showering
Friday morning, Spc. Ledlie,
packed hisuniformin abag
and walked to breakfast, on the
Naval Support Activity base.
Realizing he had grabbed two
trousers instead of atrouser

first name.
“And nobody calls me
‘Jacob’ inthe Army,” he said.
From behind the group came
aman whose nameplate also
read‘Ledie’

NEW ORLEANS — Staff Sgt. Charles Leslie of the Oregon National Guard and Spc. Jacob Leslie of the
82nd Airborne Division spend some time together Friday night at the University of New Orleans after
their first meeting in 18 years earlier that morning. Both are deployed to support the military’s Hurricane
Katrina relief effort. (Photo by Spc. Chris Jones, 40th PAD)

meet him,” said Staff Sgt.
Ledlie.“l justdidn’t know
whereor how.”

According to the elder
Ledlie, he and his son had kept
in contact through letters and

occasional phone calls, so both
wereaware of whichArmy
units the two were a part of.

“Literally acrossthe
country,” said Staff Sgt. Leslie
of hisson living in North
Carolinaand himself in Oregon.

When Staff
Sgt. Ledie
deployed to
New Orleansto
support the
military’s
hurricanerelief
| effort, he found
out his son had
arrived inthe
areaonly afew
daysprior.

“Hemade
thefirst
contact,” said
theelder Ledlie,
“and once he
did that, | made
the push to
findhim.”

L eaders of
both units
helped the
father and son
cometogether,
finding out where each was
located in the city and allotting
timefor them to meet each
other, said Staff Sgt. Ledlie.

“Thefirsttimel saw him,”

See “reunited” page 8

“linguist”
continued from page 1

remembered. “ Shehad tried
towork with that family all
day, and they weren’t
budging.”

He convoyed over to the
areaamostimmediately after
fielding Morgan’s request.

“Their concerns were that
they had no close relatives or
friends that they could stay
with and they would be

isolated from the Viethamese
community.” Money also was
aconcern.

Thefamily complained to
Luong that they simply did not
have enough money for travel
in and out of New Orleans.

Luong left hisnumber with
the family and turned to his
sister, Ming, aproducer for the
television program “Inside
Edition,” for help.

“| asked her to energize the

Vietnamese-American commu-
nity in Southern California.”
Ming contacted the office of
L.A. city councilman Andy
Quach (also aVietnamese-
American), the Viethamese
Businessman Association, and
Vietnamese Pharmacist
Association.

All were eager to be
involved.

“Everyone of those
organizations assured us that

they were prepared to receive
thefamily and provide
financial assistance aswell as
shelter,” Lt. Col. Luong said.

A week after Luong'svisit,
the family has not called his
number for help. They may
till bein their home, though
Luong is not certain.

“They may have chosen to
go to Houston. They have a
large Vietnamese popul ation
in Houston.”
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Clearing roads one limb at a tlme

The Air Force teams up with
the 82nd to get clean up done

By Spc. Joshua M. Risner
40" Public Affairs Detachment

ngineersfromAir Force units around

the country assembled at Louis
Armstrong International Airport to
participatein the Task Force All American
relief effort in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina.

The engineers moved out to areas
around Canal Street, which runs by the
French Quarter aboard acivilian bus. Their
job: clear the roads of tree branches.

The
branches

hadaready | VE deployed so
been many times, but
moved out

of theroad, this is the first time
but most I've deployed
were too

largeto somewhere in the

haul away. d
e states. It's good to

engineers  finally help out at

got out home.”
their
chansaws ~— Staff Sgt. Jon
and cut Ammon
theminto o7
smdler, 4™ Expeditionary
more H H
manage: Civil Engineer
able pieces. Squadron

“I used
to live out

hereback in‘94,” said Staff Sgt. Jon
Ammon, 4" Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron. “It’sreally heartfelt to see the
empty streets.”

The engineerscleared nearly four miles
worth of debrisin aday’swork. “We got
some good work done today,” said 2™ Lt.
Rob Ulmer, 4" Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron.

“These guys are all volunteers who
wanted to see the city. We' ve been doing
thisfor four days now and we're trying to
get everybody out to the city at least
once.”

For Ammon, thework has a special
significance. “I’ ve deployed so many
times, but thisisthefirst timel’ve de-
ployed somewhere in the states,” he said.
“It's good to finally help out at home.”

(Above) An Airman saws a
massive branch into smaller
pieces to clear the roads of
New Orleans and enable
cleanup teams to haul them
away. The team is made up
of volunteers currently
living at Louis Armstrong

~%% |nternational Airport. (Left)

The engineers cleared
approximately four miles on
Canal Street in one day.
They have been at this for
four days now. (Photos by
Spc. Joshua M. Risner, 40th
PAD)
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82nd takes action in the ‘Big Easy’

|

shots...

o cleanup...

| NEW ORLEANS — (Above) Spc.

i Andrew Carson from C Company,
| 782nd Main Support, 82nd Airborne
Division, administers a Tetanus shot
to a woman who lives in an area
affected by Hurricane
Katrina.(Photo by Staff Sgt. Ricky
R. Melton, 55th Combat Camera)
| (Left) Spc. Joshua Alston and Sgt.
Vanessa Gonzalez, from C
Company the 313th Military
Intelligence Battalion, , 82nd
Airborne Division help clear side
streets of the debris left by
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans,
Louisiana. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Ricky
R. Melton, 55th Combat Camera)

decon...

NEW ORLEANS — Pfc. Cribbett a
paratrooper from the 21st
Chemical Company, 82nd Airborne
Division, decontaminates a High
Mobility Multi-Wheeled Vehicle,
(HMMWV), from the 55th Combat
Camera in the French Quarter.
The 21st decons any military or
civilian vehicles that come in
contact with the contaminated
flood water. (Photo by Staff Sgt.
Christopher J. Crawford, 55th
Combat Camera)
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“decon”
continued from page 1

ing search and rescue missions
in and around those areas
since the storm ended. The
water levelsrose as high as 10
to 15 feet in some communities,
leaving therisk of biological
and chemical
contamination a
constant threat.
Bacteriaand toxic-
industrial chemicals
from household
products, power and
food-processing
plants, vehiclefluids,
sewage and the dead
pollute the waters.
Once that fact was
established, Staff
Sgt. Richard Bear,
regimental chemical
defense noncommis-
sioned officer, 505"
Parachute Infantry
Regiment, 82
AirborneDivision,
informed hisunit of
the necessity for a
decontamination site.

down by chemical defense-
trained Paratroopers.

The troopers use bleach
and hot-soapy water from
high-pressured hose, or
pressure washers, to prevent
the spread of bacterial dis-
eases. Two lanes are used for
vehicle decontamination.

commander. “We'retrying to
prevent the spread of these
bacteriaand other chemicals,
so our Soldiers can carry on
with their mission in ahealthy
manner.”

The company decontami-
nated more than 450 vehicles
and more than 190 peoplein

=

protective suits and masks.
However, defense against
toxic-industrious chemicals
and biological threats are what
the Chemical Corpsisevolving
towards — rather than nerve
gas and nuclear weapons
they’ d been training to react to
in recent years, Malthie said.
“Thisisn't the
exact missionwetrain
for, but the principals
aredtill thesame,”
Maltbie said. “The
guys understood
what was supposed
to happen and they
adapted.”
“Thismissionis
important because of
the way the battle-
field is shaped
today,” Bear said.
2 “It'snot al about
" (wearing amask and
protective suit) and
going through the
gaschamber. That's
| good training, but
| this experience puts
| uson track for the

= way the Chemical

“| found out that
our guys were
patrolling and

Spc. Adolfo Cosino, chemical specialist, 21st Chemical Company, 82nd Airborne Division, sprays
down a Humvee Sept. 14, 2005, at the Task Force All American Decontamination site. Cosino uses
hot-soapy water to decontaminate the vehicle from any bacteria or contaminates it may have come
in contact with near the polluted waters that inhabit much of New Orleans. (Photo by Sgt. Michael

Corps is shaping
today.”
As the only

spendi ng alot of time J- Carden, 82nd Airborne Division PAO)

near the water, so |

decided that we needed a
decontamination site,” Bear
said. “Because of the biologi-
cal and toxic-industria
chemicalsinthewater, we
determined it necessary to
have decontamination support
from 21% Chem. (Co.).”

Bear and the 21% Chem. Co.
quickly got the project in
motion. They picked a
centralized locationin the
French Market areafor easy
access by the 505" PIR and
supporting units in the French
Quarter of Downtown New
Orleans.

The site operates similar to
acarwash. Paratroopers and
Soldiers, federal and state law
enforcement agencies,
emergency medical teams, as
well ascivilian media, lineup
their vehicles to be sprayed

If aperson fallsinto or has
physical contact with the water
while on patrol, they have
immediate accessto the
personnel decontamination
tent. Thetent is equipped with
eight shower heads for
individualsto clean them-
selves with water and anti-
bacterial soap, said 1% Lt.
Aimee Hemery, platoon leader,
21% Chem. Co.

Individuals are advised to
check for particular rashes
while they shower. Medicsare
on-hand in case rashes or
other skinirritations are
discovered. So far, nine people
have found rashes and were
referred to medical care,
Hemery added.

“Thereisalot of bacteria
out there,” said Capt. Richard
Malthie, 21% Chem. Co.

their first five days of opera-
tion. They started off slow,
only decontaminating seven
vehicles the first day, but once
the word spread about what
they were doing; their produc-
tionincreased dramatically,
Malthiesaid.

“Thisislikethe Super Bowl
for the Chemical Corps,” Bear
said. This platoon has worked
tirelessly to support this
mission, and they’ re not going
to stop until the mission’s
complete.”

Though the company has
had much success in their
current operation, they know
thismission isn’t exactly what
they'vetrained for. Usually, a
decontamination site is set up
at the source of the contami-
nants. The Paratroopers
usually work whilewearing

airborne chemical

company intheArmy,
the Paratroopers of 21% Chem.
Co. arealready proud of their
heritage. They hope their
experience and successin New
Orleanswill be studied by the
Army’schemical field for
future generations to learn
from. Their decontamination
sitewill solidify the need to
train more often for achemical
environment, so commanders
can better utilizetheir chemical
assets, Bear said.

“Our timein New Orleans
has been a good experience
and great learning tool for the
Army,” Bear said. “Thisisthe
perfect platform for us.
Hopefully we can document
the progress and establish new
(tactics, techniques and
procedures) for how to
decontaminate in an urban
environment.”
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New Orleans’ own Paul
Prudhomme feeds 82nd
troops I —

By Spc. Thomas Day
40th Public Affairs Detachment

EW ORLEANS— Paull

b/ ! |
commonly credited with 1

Prudhomme, the man
introducing the world to
Cajun style cooking, cameto the
Navy Support Activity base Sunday .
with a18-whed truck and his staff.
Hismission: To cook the 82nd !
AirborneDivision lunch.

“We like to feed you guys. We |" i
appreciate what you do,” HJW[\ BN
Prudhommetells the troops. it
The preparation started from
Pine Bluff, Ark., where Prudhomme
and his company, Chef Paul - ; i J
Prudhomme L ouisiana Enterprises, : ;
evacuated their hometown of New \ .- -4
Orleans before Hurricane Katrina.  soldiers of 82nd Airborne Division sample some authentic Cajun cousine, courtesy of Chef Paul Prudhomme.
They were holed up in Arkansas The fare included Creole sauce with chicken and Andouille sausage, all made from scratch. The lunch was
for five days, where he and provided by Prudhomme’s company. (Photo by Spc. Josh Risner, 40th PAD)
company President Shawn
McBride started plotting their returnto  Battalion, 505th Parachute

the Crescent City. Infantry Regiment, “isthe

om Arkansas, Prudhomme best food I’ ve had in two

and M cBride brought their ideato weeks.”

Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré, aman they had If Prudhommehas his
met beforein asimilar “feed the troops” way, hewill be cooking alot
tour stops in South morefor
Korea. Honoré quickly deployed
responded. “Hetold us, “Thie | Soldiers.
‘ggrtwiththe82nd,”’ This is the best He has
McBriderecalled. food I've had in started

fteran ” working

early morning two weeks. with the
preparing for the 3,000- — Pfc. Edward us. - -~ '
plus Soldiers Prudnomme Militaryto  chef Paul Prudhomme (Photo by Spc. Josh Risner, 40th PAD)
expected for the event, Lee, improve
lunch was served just 2nd Battalion, MREs,
before noon — atomato- including adding a pack o
based Shrimp and 505th Parachute  of hisMagic Cajun spice (}g_uarr:er restaurant, “K. Paul’s Louisiana
Chicken Creolewith i into every package. itchen.”
Prudhomme’s“Magic” Infantry Regiment “We' re excited about Prudhomme plans on going to go
Ca] un Sp| ce. ltwasa it — wewant to make back to the restaurant next Week,. clean
welcome break fromthe (MRE’s) better.” up the damage done by the Hurricane
M RE doldrums. His short term project, however, and try to open it back up next week.

“This,” said Pfc. Edward Lee, 2nd focuses only on reopening his French
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Here Kitty, Kitty......

NEW ORLEANS — Atrtillerymen from the 82nd Airborne
Division, deployed to New Orleans to support the
Hurricane Katrina relief effort, search a duplex in the
city Tuesday, looking for eight cats who were left
behind after its former resident was evacuated. The
bowl of cat food on the ground was originally intended
to lure the cats from their "hiding places", but after the
troops found none of the cats, the food was left
behind to feed the cats whenever they returned.
Water was also donated by the soldiers for the cats.
(Photo by Spc. Chris Jones, 40th PAD)

NEW ORLEANS — Staff Sgt. Charles Leslie of the Oregon National Guard
and Spc. Jacob Leslie of the 82nd Airborne Division were reunited after 18
years while deployed to support the military’s Hurricane Katrina relief effort.

(Photo by Spc. Chris Jones, 40th PAD)

“reunited”

continued from page 3
said Staff Sgt. Ledlie, “1 was
just like, *damn, that’smy
boy.””

Eighteen years ago, a
divorcedivided the Ledlies,
and Spc. Leslieended up in
Minneapolis, Minn., with his
mother.

“Youknow how Army lifeis,
especialy these days,” said
Staff Sgt. Ledlie. “You're
always moving around; there's

very littletimefor contact.”

But the two aren’t thinking
about the past. There is too
much “catching up to do,” said
Spc. Ledie.

Theyounger Ledlieis
planning to take leave and
makeatrip to Portland, Ore., to
visit hisfather, once his unit
returnsto Fort Bragg, N.C.

“1"m going to spend as
muchtimeas| canwith him,”
said Spc. Ledlie. “It'sjust
exciting.”

Where’'s my little girl?...

NEW ORLEANS — A
stuffed doll sticks out
of the root system of
a once majestic oak
tree that stood on
Canal Street. Though it
looks posed, it is
unknown how the doll
came to rest there.
(Photo by Spc. Joshua
M. Risner, 40th PAD)




